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An Analysis of Machine Translation from the Discourse Level:
Based on Japanese-Chinese Translation of an Article

Wei Gong

Abstract

With the remarkable development of artificial intelligence, many people think that machine translation
will eventually replace manual translation. This paper examines the translation of newspaper articles, a
domain where machine translation excels, as a case study, and it aims to pinpoint the linguistic
limitations of machine translation. It is found that machine translation is not yet fully capable of
determining the meaning of vocabulary, dealing with abbreviations, and judging conjunctive relations
from a discourse level. Nevertheless, machine translation is superior in terms of translation speed and
accuracy and should therefore be utilized. However, the researcher argues that it should be used in a

human-led way, while still being as a good partner for humans.

Keywords: machine translation, discourse level, human-led

— 102 —



